
1. Problem statement

Have you ever wondered if your birthday fell on the same day of the week as Michelle
Obama? Fortunately for you, the problem presented to us was developing a mathematical
approach to determine the day of the week one was born on, with our only resources being the
current month's calendar and a sample list of famous individuals' birthdays with the days of the
week they fell on.

2. Process

The first thing that stood out to us was the fact that every 4 years, it is a leap year with
one extra day added to February. We wanted to eliminate this problem as soon as possible, so
we started by finding the sum of the days in a 4 year cycle. Specifically, this consisted of adding
365 + 365 + 365 + 366. The sum was 1461. We modded this number by 7 to find the shift in
days of the week every 4 years. The remainder was 5, hence indicating that there was a shift of
5 days every 4 years. So, for every “normal” year (365 days), there was a 1 day shift (365 mod
7).

Next, we decided to find the day of the week that January 1, 1901 fell on, so we could
calculate the days between our target date and 01/01/1901, then calculate the number of shifts
in days of the week. The closest day we could find to that date was August 4th, 1901, Louis
Armstrong’s birthday, which was on a Sunday. We first identified that August 1st was a Thursday
(4 days before), then with the help of the table showing the number of days in each month, we
found that there were 212 days between January 1st 1901 (inclusive) and August 1st
(exclusive). We modded 212 by 7 to find the number of shifts in days of the week again, and we
got 2. As a result, we jumped back 2 days from Tuesday — since we were going backwards in
time — and came to the conclusion that January 1st 1901 was on a Tuesday.

Therefore, in the last step of our method, we always make the number of shifts starting
from Tuesday, as all the previous steps of the process are solving for the difference in days from
the target date and 01/01/1901, then modding it by 7 to find the number of shifts. We would like
to mention here that in the early stages of our problem-solving process, we were considering
finding the day of the week of January 1, 2000, since it was around the middle of the dates, but
we decided against it to avoid confusion with addition vs subtraction based on the target date
being before or after 2000.

Even after identifying the overall structure of our method, we ran through one significant
issue that made us question our initial steps. When we were testing our strategy with Anwar
Sadat’s birthday (December 25, 1918), we found the number of extra days that could not be
made into a full week (modding 7) between 01/01/1901 and 12/25/1918, but when we
performed that number of jumps forward starting from Tuesday, we ended up one day after the
actual day it should’ve been. This occurred again when we attempted with another given date,
which led us to think that we made an error finding the day of the week for January 1st 1901.



However, we realized that we actually had to subtract one from the difference in number of days
as we were double counting the 1st day of the year.

To compare this with our actual correct method, we split the period of time between
01/01/1901 and the target date into 2 chunks: the years between 1901 and the year right before
the year of the target date (both inclusive, so technically 01/01/1901 - 12/31/xxxx-1), and the
number of days in the year of target date, including the target date itself. In our earlier approach,
we had counted January 1st of the target date year twice, so to account for this, after we found
the sum of remaining days for the years (5 extra days * every leap year cycle, 1 extra day *
every extra year), we subtracted one before adding it with the sum of the remaining (after
modding 7) days from the actual year itself.

After several iterations, we came up with our final method, and the specific steps can be
seen (and followed!) below. We hope you follow along and find out if you really were born on the
same day of the week as Michelle Obama!

3. Solution
a. Identify the target date (the date you want to find the day of the week for).

i. It should be between 1901 and 2099 (inclusive).
b. Subtract 1901 from your birth year.
c. Divide the difference in years by 4. Take note of the quotient and remainder.
d. Multiply the quotient by 5, then add to the remainder.
e. Subtract one from the previous sum.
f. Divide this new sum (with one subtracted) by 7 and find the remainder. Let this

remainder be r1.
g. Add up the dates leading up to the date of the target date.

i. Specifically, find the sum of the number of days of each month leading up
to the target date, then add the specific day of the target date to the sum.

h. Divide this sum by 7 and find the remainder. Let this remainder be r2.
i. Sum r1 (from step f) and r2 (from step h).
j. Divide this number by 7 again and find the remainder.
k. Starting from Tuesday at index 0, Wednesday at index 1, Thursday at index 2,

etc., find the corresponding day of the week based on the new remainder.

Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

i. This is the day of the week of the target date. Congratulations!



4. Extensions
a. Additional question / slightly different aspect of the problem -> How can we

accomplish a similar goal of determining the day of the week one was born on —
with the same resources of the current month's calendar and a sample list of
famous birthdays — if they were born in a century year that is not a leap year
(not divisible by 400) such as 1800 and 1900? What would the new method be
for any year, knowing that every 4th century year is a leap year (while the others
are not)?

b. Code for finding day of the week - submitted separately to the POW #1
assignment












