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SUMMARY

Two-level domain decomposition methods are developed for a simple nonconforming
approximation of second order elliptic problems. A bound is established for the condition number
of these iterative methods, which grows only logarithmically with the number of degrees of
freedom in each subregion. This bound holds for two and three dimensions and is independent of
jumps in the value of the coefficients.

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this paper is to develop a domain decomposition methods for second order
elliptic partial differential equations approximated by a simple nonconforming finite element
method, the nonconforming P; elements. We consider a variant of a two-level additive Schwarz
method introduced in 1987 by Dryja and Widlund [1] for a conforming case. In these methods, a
preconditioner is constructed from the restriction of the given elliptic problem to overlapping
subregions into which the given region has been decomposed. In addition, in order to enhance the
convergence rate, the preconditioner includes a coarse mesh component of relatively modest
dimension. The construction of this component is the most interesting part of the work. Here we
have been able to draw on earlier multilevel studies, cf. Brenner [2], Oswald [3], as well as on
recent work by Dryja, Smith, and Widlund [4]. Our main result shows that the condition number
of our iterative methods is bounded by C (1 + log(H/h), where H and h are the mesh sizes of the
global and local problems, respectively. We also note that this bound is independent of the
variations of the coefficients across the subregion interfaces.

The face based and the Neumann-Neumann coarse spaces, that we are introducing, have the
following characteristics. The nodal values are constant on each edge (or face) of the subregions
and the values at the other nodes are given by a simple but nonstandard interpolation formula.
Thus the value at any node in the interior of a subregion is a convex combination of three (or
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four) values given on the boundary, in case of triangular (or tetrahedral) substructures. We note
that an important difference between nonconforming and the conforming case is that there are no
nodes at the vertices (or wire basket) of the subregions.

We note that ideas similar to ours have been used recently in other studies of domain
decomposition methods for nonconforming elements; cf. Cowsar [5,6] and Cowsar, Mandel and
Wheeler [7]. In particular, an isomorphism similar to ours was independently introduced by
Cowsar. We point out that by using these isomorphisms, we can analyze any nonconforming
version of domain decomposition methods which have already been analyzed for conforming
cases. In this paper, we focus for the case where there are great variation in the coefficients across
subdomains boundaries for both two and three dimensions. We define and analyze new coarse
spaces and obtain condition numbers with just one log factor.

A short version of this paper was entered into Copper Mountain student competition in
mid-December 1992. The present paper is a slightly modification of a technical report [8].

DIFFERENTIAL AND FINITE ELEMENT MODEL PROBLEMS

To simplify the presentation, we assume that €2 is an open, bounded, polygonal region of
diameter 1 in the plane, with boundary 0). In a separate section, we extend all our results to the
three dimensional case.

We introduce a partition of €2 as follows. In a first step, we divide the region €2 into
nonoverlapping triangular substructures €2;,2 = 1,---, N. Adopting common assumptions in finite
element theory, cf. Ciarlet [9], all substructures are assumed shape regular, quasi uniform and not
to have dead points, i.e. each interior edge is the intersection of the boundaries of two triangular
regions. We can show that the theory also holds if we choose nontriangular substructures, where
the boundary of each substructure is a composition of several curved edges, and each curved edge
is the intersection of two substructures. Naturally, we need assumptions related to the quasi
uniformity and nondegeneracy of this partition. Initially, we restrict our exposition to the case of
triangular substructures since the main ideas are seen in this case. This partition induces a coarse
mesh and we introduce a mesh parameter H := max{H, -, Hy} where H, is the diameter of (2,.
We denote this triangulation by 7F. Later, we extend the results to nontriangular substructures.

In a second step, we obtain the elements by subdividing the substructures into triangles in
such a way that they are shape regular, and quasi uniform. We define a mesh parameter h as the
diameter of the smallest element and denote this triangulation by 7". Similarly, we assume the
triangulation 7" not to have any dead points.

We study the following selfadjoint second order elliptic problem:
Find v € H}(Q), such that

a(u,v) = f(v), Vv € H&(Q) , (1)



where

a(u,v)z/ﬂ a(z) Vu-Vodz and f(v /f'vdcc for f € L*.

We assume that a(z) > a > 0 and that it is a piecewise constant function with jumps
occurring only across the substructure boundaries. This includes cases where there is a great
variation in the value of the coefficient a(z). We remark that there is no difficulty in extending
the analysis and the results to the case where a(z) does not vary greatly inside each substructure.

Definition 1 The nonconforming Py element spaces (cf. Crouzeiz and Raviart [10]) on the
h-mesh and H-mesh 1s given by
VP :={v|v linear in each triangle T € T™,
v continuous at the midpoints of the edges of T", and
v =0 at the midpoints of edges of T" that belong to O},
and
VEH .= {v|v linear in each triangle T € TH,
v continuous at the midpoints of the edges of T2, and
v =0 at the midpoints of edges of TH that belong to ON}.

These spaces are nonconforming; in fact VH ¢ V* and V* ¢ H}(Q).

Let 3 be a region contained in €2 such that 0% does not cut through any element. Denote by
V|’§—: and Thm the space V" and the triangulation 7" restricted to ¥, respectively.

Given u € VI

%, we define the discrete weighted energy semi norm by:

|u|§Ii’h(E) = a'}il)(uau)a (2)

where

at(u,v) = > / ) Vu - Vu de. (3)
Te Ths
In a similar fashion, we define the inner product af (u,v) and the semi norm |u/z: () for

u,v € VE(Q). In order not to use unnecessary notation, we drop the subscript Q when the
integration is over {2 and the subscript a when a = 1.

The discrete problem associated with (1) is given by:
Find u € V", such that
a"(u,v) = f(v), Vv e VHQ). (4)

Note that |- [g: (o) is a norm, because if [u[g: () =0, then u is constant in each element. By
the continuity at the midpoints of the edges and the zero boundary conditions, we obtain v = 0.
Note also that f is a continuous linear form. Therefore, we can apply the Lax-Milgram theorem
and find that there exists one and only one solution of the discrete equation (4).

We also define the weighted L? norm by:

w22z, :=/Ea(;c) u(e)? de foru € (V*+VH 4 L2)5. (5)



We introduce the following notation: ¢ <y, f = g and u <X v meaning
t<Cy, f>cg and cv<u<Cwv, respectively.

Here C and c are positive constants independent of the variables appearing in the inequalities
and the parameters related to meshes, spaces and, especially, the weight a(z).

Ms
Figure 1.

Sometimes is more convenient to evaluate a norm of a finite element function in terms of the
values of this function at the nodal points. By first working on a reference element and then
using the assumption that the elements are shape regular, we obtain the following lemma:

Lemma 1 For u € Vé,

lullzz o = B* 32 a(T) (u*(Mr) + u*(My) + u*(Ms)) (6)
Te Thlf;
and
ulwe o = D a(T){(u(M1) — u(M>))? (7)
Te Thlg

+H(u(M2) — u(Ms))* + (u(Ms) — u(M1))*},
where My, My, M3 are the midpoints of the edges of the triangle T' as in Figure 1.

An inverse inequality can be obtained by using only local properties. It is easy to see that for
ue VP,
alis, < B ullzz (8)

ADDITIVE SCHWARZ SCHEMES

We now describe the special additive Schwarz method introduced by Dryja and Widlund; see
e.g. [11,12]. In this method, we cover {2 by overlapping subregions obtained by extending each
substructure §2; to a larger region 2. We assume that the overlap is §;, where §; is the distance
between the boundaries 9€2; and 0€2;, and we denote by § the minimum of the §;. We also assume



that 02, does not cut through any element. We make the same construction for the substructures
that meet the boundary except that we cut off the part of Q] that is outside of Q.

For each ), a P; nonconforming finite element subdivision is inherited from the h-mesh
subdivision of €2. The corresponding finite element space is defined by

VP ={v|ve V" supportofv Cc Q}}, i=1,---,N. (9)

The coarse space VJ* C V() is given as the range of I (or 1) where the prolongation
operator I% (or I%) will be defined later.

Our finite element space is represented as a sum of N + 1 subspaces
VE=Ve 4+ W 4+ Vs (10)
We introduce operators P, : V* — V* ¢ =0,--- N, by
a"(Paw,v) = a"(w,v), Vve VP (11)
and the operator P: V" — V" by
P=Py,+P +---+ Py. (12)
In matrix notation, Fj is given by
Po=IMIETKIE)'IETK (13)
where K is the global stiffness matrix associated with a(-, ).

We replace the problem (4) by

N
Pu=g, g=)> g; where g, = Pu. (14)
=0

By construction, (4) and (14) have the same solution. We point out that g; can be computed,
without knowledge of u, since we can find g; by solving

a™(gi,v) = a"(u,v) = f(v), Vo e V. (15)

The operator P is positive definite and and symmetric with respect to a”(-,-). We can
therefore solve (14) by a conjugate gradient method. In order to estimate the rate of convergence,
we need to obtain upper and lower bounds for the spectrum of P. A lower bound is obtained by
using the following lemma; cf. Zhang [13,14].

Lemma 2 Let P; be the operators defined in equation (11) and let P be given by (12). Then

a"(P~'v,v) = min Zah(vi,vi), v; € VM (16)

v=> v



Therefore, if a representation v =, v; can be found such that
N
Zah(vi,vi) < Cia"(v,v), Yve V" (17)
=0
then
Amin(P) > C52.
An upper bound on the spectrum is obtained by bounding

a"(Pv,v) = a"(Pyv,v) + a*(Pyv,v) + - - 4+ a"(Pnv,v) (18)

from above in terms of a”(v,v). Using Schwarz’s inequality, the fact that the P; are
projections, and that the maximum number of regions that intersect at any point is uniformly
bounded, it is easy to show that the spectrum of P is bounded above by

géaéc{#(i :p€ Q) +1}

PROPERTIES OF THE P, NONCONFORMING FINITE ELEMENT SPACE

We first define two local equivalence maps in order to obtain some inequalities and local
properties for our nonconforming space. Through these mappings, we can extend some results
that are known for the piecewise linear conforming elements to our nonconforming case.

We use a bar to denote conforming spaces. Let V%h—)z be the conforming space of piecewise
linear functions in {;, where the h/2-mesh is obtained by joining midpoints of the edges of
elements of 7"|3..

We define the local equivalence map M, : V*|g, — % q,, as follows:

Isomorphism 1 Given u € V*|g,, define & = M,u by the values of @ at the three sets of points
(cf. Figure 2.):

i) If P is a midpoint of an edge of a triangle in T", then
u(P) = u(P).

i) If P 1s a vertez of an element in T" and belongs to the interior of Q;, and the T
are the elements that have P as a vertez, then

u(P) := mean of u|r,(P).

Here ul|r,(P), is the limit value of u(z) when x € T; approaches P.



1) If Q 1s a vertez of T"|sq,, and Q; and Q. the two midpoints of T"|sq, that are next
neighbors of @), then

Q- Q)

Qi@ "
|QZQT‘|

o |Q1Qr|
Here |Q,Q)| 1s the length of the segment Q. Q).

Case ii) is illustrated in Figure 2., where

6

u(P) = é Zu

=1

Ti(P)‘

Case iii) is required in order to have property (21), which will be very important in our

analysis.

h
2

Lemma 3 Givenu € Vg, leta eV

a, gwen by @ = M;u. Then
@m0 = [elm @ (19)

2]l z2ca: < [lwllzz:) (20)

and

/am a(s) ds :/ u(s) ds. (21)

o0;

Here | - |g1(q;) 15 the standard weighted energy semi norm for conforming functions.

Proof. We first note that we have results similar to (6) and (7) for the conforming space %43
where now M;, M, and M3 are the vertices of a triangle in T%. In order to prove (19), we
compare (7) with the analogous formula for the piecewise linear conforming space.

Qo

For instance (see Figure 2.),

_ @@
|QlQr|

a(Q) — a(Q)[* u(@1) — u(Q:)".



The right hand side can be controlled by the energy semi norm of u restricted to the union of the
triangles 77, Tg and Ty.

We also prove that if we take two next neighboring vertices of T% in the interior of Q,, the
energy semi norm can be bounded locally. If a(z) does not vary a great deal, we can work with
weighted semi norms. Using the fact that our arguments are local, it is easy to obtain the upper

bound of (19).

The lower bound is easy to obtain since the degrees of freedom of V" are contained in those of

Ve,

Nl

Similar arguments can also be used to obtain (20).

Finally, it is easy to see that (21) follows directly from iii) even if the refinement is not
uniform. [

3
2|

We define another local equivalence map MF : V%|g. — 1% q,, by:

Isomorphism 2 Given u € V*|g, and an edge E of O, define & = MFu by the values of u at
the three sets of points (cf. Figure 2.):

i) Same as step i) of Isomorphism 1.
i) Same as step w) of Isomorphism 1.

1) If V is a vertex T"|sq, and an end point of E, and V, the midpoint of T"|g that is
the next neighbor of V, then
w(V) = u(V,).

w) If Q 1s a vertex of T"|sq, and we are not in case 1), then

_ la@ X
. |Q1Qr| |QZQT|

Using the same ideas as in Lemma 3, we can prove:

u(Qr) +

u(@) (@-).

i
2

Lemma 4 Givenu € Vg, letueV

a, gwen by & = MPu. Then
[@lmy 0 < [ulm . (22)

[allzacn = llullzzc (23)

and

/E a(s)ds = / u(s) ds. (24)

E

THE INTERPOLATION OPERATOR

Let v € V" and let P;; be the midpoint of the edge E;; common to Q; and Qj.



Definition 2 The Interpolation operator I : V* — VH  is given by:

(P = 7 [, vlate) do = o [ vla,(o) do. (25)

The second equality follows from the fact that the mean of v on each edge of an element of 7" is
equal to v(M;), where M; is the midpoint of the edge. It is important to note that the value of
(I v)(P;;) depends only on the values of v on the interface E;;. This allows us to obtain stability
properties that are independent of the differences of a(z) across the substructure interfaces.

Before studying the stability properties of this operator, we need two lemmas for the piecewise
linear conforming finite element space.

The following lemma is a Poincaré-Friedrichs inequality. The idea of the proof can be found in

Ciarlet (Theorem 6.1) [9] and in Necas (Chapter 2.7.2) [15].
Lemma 5 Let ' be a subset of 0Q);, such that T' and 0S2; have measures of order H. Then,
lall3:@) = Bali oy + ([ a(e)da)’, vae H(Q). (26)
As a consequence, if [pu(z)dz =0, we have the Poincaré inequality
|2l|z2(0) = H ||y, (27)

The next lemma is a Poincaré-Friedrichs inequality for nonconforming P; elements. It is obtained
by using Lemmas 3, 4 and 5.

Lemma 6 Let u € H;,h(ﬂi); where §; 15 a triangular substructure of diameter O(H ). Let T' be
0Q; (or an edge of 8K;). Then,

lullZe@y = Bl + ([ u(e)da)’, Vue H(Q). (28)
As a consequence, if [ru(z)dz =0, we have the Poincaré inequality
lullzz 00 = H |ula a0 (29)
The next lemma gives an example of an operator that is L2— and H!—stable.

Lemma 7 Let u € HX(Q;), where Q; is a triangular substructure of diameter of O(H ). Define a
linear function ug in ; by

1
ig (P, ;=—/ i(z) de, j=1,2,3, 30
wn(Py)i= o [, ale) de, (30)
where the E;; are the edges of ;, and P;; is the midpoint of E;;. Then,

_ 1 _
an(Py)P = sl + ol @, (31)



@m0 =2 %m0, (32)
and
|2s — @20, = HU| a0, (33)

Proof. Consider initially a region {2 with diameter of 1. Using that |E;;| = O(1), the
Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and a trace theorem, we have

an(P)f < | [ u(e) def® < |alExs,)

We obtain (31) by returning to a region of diameter H.

Note that for any constant c
|17’H|§I}_I(Q.;) =X (34)
@r(Pa) — @u(Po)* + [@a(Pa) — a(Pa)|* + |an(Pia) — an(Pa)l®
= |1z — cl|3ay-

By choosing ¢ = @(P;;) and T' = E;;, we can apply Lemma 5 and obtain the H!-stability (32).

We now prove the L2-stability. Since # — %y has mean zero on 9Q;, we can apply the Poincaré
inequality (27) and obtain
||ﬁ — ﬁH||L2(Qi) < H |ﬁ — ﬁH|H1(Qi).

Using the first part of this lemma, we obtain the L?-stability (33). O

The next lemma shows that the interpolation operator I7, defined by (25), is locally L2— and
H!—stable.

Lemma 8 Let u € V*(Q). Then ug = Iflu satisfies the following properties

ur a0 2 Jelm @) (36)

and

lver —ullz20) 2 H lulgs @, 1=1,---,N. (37)

Proof. Let ug = If'u and let @ € H'(£;) be given by @ = JMzE“'uJ and let @y (P;1) be given by
(30). Using the properties (24) and (25), we have

Therefore, by (38), (31) and Lemma 4, we have

_ 1, _ _
lurr(Pa)|* = [au(Pa)l? = ﬁHuH%z(ni) + @[30y (39)



1
= ﬁlluHiz(ni) + [l -

We also obtain the same estimate for |ug(P;2)| and |ug(Pis)].

The rest of the proof is similar to that of Lemma 7. We now use the Poincaré inequality for
nonconforming elements. 0

THE PROLONGATION OPERATOR

In this section, we introduce several prolongation operators and establish that they are stable.
The range of each of these operators will serve as a coarse space in our algorithms.

Definition 3 The Prolongation Operator It : VE — V" is given by:

i) For all nodal points P of T" that belongs to an edge E;; common to Q; and Q;, let
(I%ug)(P) := ug(Py;), where Pi; is the midpoint of the edge Fij.

1) Given I%hug at the nodal points of T' = U;08; from 1), let IRug(Q) be the
Pi-nonconforming harmonic extension inside each €;.

It is easy to check that up = IFug € V*(Q). A disadvantage of step ii) is that we have to solve

exactly a local Dirichlet problem for each substructure in order to obtain the harmonic extension.
Other extensions can be used, which we call approzimate harmonic extensions. They are given by
simple explicit formulas and have the same L? and H ;,h stability properties as the harmonic one.

Figure 3.

Our first construction is a natural generalization of the partition of unity introduced by Dryja
and Widlund in [11]; this partition of unity will provide the basis functions of our approximate
extensions. Let P;, 7 = 1,2,3, be the midpoints of the edges of ();, and let V; be the vertex of Q,
that is opposite to P;. Let C be the barycenter of the triangle 2;, i.e. the intersection of the line
segments connecting V; to P;.

Extension 1 The construction of an approzimate harmonic extension 18 defined by the following
steps (see Figure 3.):



i) Let
1
u(0) = 3 {ug(P1) + ve(P2) + uu(Ps)}.
i) For a point R that belongs to a line segment that connects C to a vertez V;, let
a(R) := u(C).

i) For a point @ that belongs to a line segments connecting C to P;, define u(Q) by
linear interpolation between the values u(C) and ug(P;), t.e by

u(@) := MQ)u(C) + (1 — XQ))un(F;).
Here M\(Q) =distance(Q, P;)/distance(C, P;).

w) For a point S that belongs to the line segment connecting the previous point Q to a
vertex Vi, with k # j, let
a(S) = u(Q).
v) Finally, let I%hug = Iy, where I, is the interpolation operator into the space V"
that preserves the values of a function at the midpoints of the edges of the elements.

Note that the function % just constructed is continuous except at the vertices V; of €2;. The
step 1) can be viewed as emulating the mean value theorem for harmonic functions. However,
near the vertices, @ is a bad approximation of the harmonic extension. We know that the local
behavior of the harmonic extension near a vertex V; depends primarily on the boundary values in
the vicinity of V. For instance, if ug(P;) = 0,ug(P3) = 0, and ug(P2) = 1, we should obtain
up =~ 0 near V3; in addition, by using symmetry arguments, we should have uj, ~ 1/2 for points
near V; that lie on the bisector that passes through V; . With this in mind, we now construct an
alternative approximate harmonic extension.

We change notation in order to be able to use Figure 3. Let now C be the point where the
three bisectors intersect.

Extension 2 The construction of the approzimate harmonic extension is defined by (see Figure
i) Same as Step 1) of Extension 1.

i) Define w(V;) = % Yiz; W(Pr). For a point R that belongs to a line segment connecting
C to Vj, define u(R) by linear interpolation between the values u(C) and u(V}).

wi) Same as Step iit) of Extension 1.

w) For a point S that belongs to a line segment connecting the previous point Q to
Vi, k # j, u(S) ts defined by linear interpolation between the values u(Q) at Q and
f(Q,7,k) at V. Here,

£(@,3,k) = M@) a(Vi) + (1 = MQ)) a(F;).

v) Same as Step v) of Extension 1.



A disadvantage of this extension is that we cannot just work in a reference triangle, since the
angles are not preserved under a linear transformation. This is similar to the fact that under a
linear transformation a harmonic function does not necessarily remain harmonic. We can
construct other approximate harmonic extensions which combine the properties of the two
extensions, given so far, and working, for instance, with the barycenter C' as in Extension 2 and
replacing the weight 1/2 in Step ii).

The next lemma shows that the extensions given above have quasi-optimal energy stability.
Using ideas of Dryja and Widlund [11], we prove the following lemma.

Lemma 9 Let ug € VH(Q). Then

|I?IUH|H;,L(Q.;) = (1 +1log(H/h))? |um|m () (40)

and
1 TFur — unllzan = H lurla: . (41)

Proof. Let 92 cVh 0,7 = 1,2,3, be the approximate harmonic extensions constructed from
the boundary values ¢ = 1 at the h-mesh nodes on the edge E;, and 6} = 0 at the other
boundary nodes of 0%;. It easy to see that the 6] form a basis of all approximate harmonic

extensions that take constant values on the edges of the substructure. It is easy to show that if a
point = belongs to the interior of an element of €2;, then |V Gi(w)| is bounded by C/r, where r is
the minimum distance from z to any vertex of {2;. Note that any element that touches a vertex of
), provides an order one contribution to the energy semi norm. To estimate the contribution to
the energy semi norm from the rest of the substructure, we introduce polar coordinate systems
centered at the vertices of £2;. Then,

: H
60 < 1+ / / r~2rdrdp < 1+ log(H/h). (42)
: h
Since the partition of unity 9{1 forms a basis, it is easy to see that
|I?IUH|_2FI}1(Qi) = (43)

(1 + log(H/h)) {lum(Py)|* + g (P2)|* + [uza(Ps)|"}

and using ideas similar to that of Lemma 7, we have

Zyunlis @, < (1 -+ log(H/h)) {lun(Pr) — us(Py) P+

lur(Py) — un(Ps)|* + [un(Ps) — un(Pr)|*}
< (1+ ZOQ(H/h))WthtI}L(Qi)-



By construction, it is easy to see that

(Hyum)(e)| < max. fus(P).

Therefore
I T5us — wal|7z0,) = 252 lun(B)?,

and by using (39) and (29), we obtain (41).

Since a(z) varies little in each ;, these arguments are also valid for the weighted norms and
we obtain (40). O

Using Lemmas 6 and 9 and the triangular inequality, we have:

Theorem 1 Let u € V*(Q). Then
IR I — ullzzgay = H lulaz 0, (44)

and

[T5 Iy ula 0 = (1+ log(H/h)) |ulaz, a,)- (45)

Remark 1 It is easy to see that we do not need to use the fact that ug € Vg (§2); we only need to
calculate values Vg (P;;) by formula (25) at the midpoint P;; of the edge E,;;. The next step s to
provide the constant value Vy(P;;) to all nodes of the interface and perform an approzimate
harmonic extension.

Remark 2 The extensions also can be constructed for nontriangular substructures. In a first
step, we construct a partition of unity in ;. This can be done by using ideas similar to those of
the triangular case. By using the same technique as in the proof of Lemma 9, we can show that

|I§uH|§{i’h(Qi) = (46)

N;
(1 + log(H/R)) 3 a() lun(Py) — ua(Pij-1)|*
7=1
where P;; and Py;_1) are neighboring midpoints of edges of 0§ and N! is the number of edges of

0. We obtain (44) by noting that each term of the sum is bounded by |ul}, @)
a,h\*"?

THE NEUMANN-NEUMANN BASIS

In this section, we consider a Neumann-Neumann coarse space. This is the P; nonconforming
version of a coarse space studied in Dryja and Widlund [16], and Mandel and Brezina [17].



However, here we use an approximate harmonic extension inside the substructures. We note that
the coarse spaces considered by these authors differ only in how certain weights are chosen.
Mandel and Brezina use weights that are convex combinations of the coeflicient a(z), while Dryja
and Widlund use a%(m). Here we show that any convex combination of a®(z), for 3 > 1/2, leads
to stability. We point out that the choice 8 = 1/2 can be viewed as a L*-average, while 3 =1 is
an average in the L! sense.

We call the coarse space of the previous section, face based. There are some differences
between Neumann-Neumann and face based coarse spaces. A Neumann-Neumann coarse space
has one degree of freedom per substructure, while a face based uses one degree of freedom per
edge. A Neumann-Neumann basis function associated with the substructure 2;, has support in
Q, and its neighboring substructures, while a face based function basis, associated with an edge of
a substructure, has support in just two substructures. The face based coarse space appears to be
more stable since all the estimates, related to the jumps of the coefficients, are tight. In the
lemmas that we have proved for the face based methods, all the stability results were derived in
individual substructures, while in the Neumann-Neumann case, we need to work in an extended
subdomain.

Figure 4.

Definition 4 The Neumann-Neumann interpolation operator, Inn : VR — VP, as follows:

i) For each substructure Q;, calculate the mean value on 0, t.e.

Here |09 1s the length size of 0%;.

i) For all nodal points P of T" that belong to the edge E; ;, let
(Tuwu)(P) = (Iu)(Py), where

AQ) ()
() + ()

Here P;j 1s the midpoint of the edge E;;.

(L) (Py) =

m;u.

() + aP(Q;)



wi) Perform an approzimate harmonic extension to define Iyyu inside the
substructures.

Note that we can also calculate m;u by:

mau = ¥ g (T 0(P), (41)

Therefore, there exists a linear transformation I¥ : Vg — Vg, such that f,flu = If1u. The
next lemma establishes stability properties for 7Z.

Lemma 10 Let uy € VH(Q) and 8 > 1/2. Then

|I§IUH|H;H(QI-) < C(B) lualmr (s (48)
and
[T ur — uallzz(e) < C(B) H lunlm: as=)- (49)

Here the extended domain Q5% is the union of Q; and the substructures that share an edge with ;.

Proof. Let us first prove the L? stability. Note that (see Figure 4.)

P(Q;)m; + aP(Q;) m;
P.) — VE:S P, 2 _ P.. _a 2 . J iz
n(Py) ~ (Bum)(Po) = um(Py) ~ - pen o™
By using (47) and simple calculations, this quantity is equal to

1
a8(Q:) + aP(Q,)2

| Eir|

() {5 (wr(P) — win(Pa) + Bl

|0€%|
| Ejq|
1082,

(ur(Piy) — um(Fa)) -+

aP(Q;){ ||8Eé;|| (ur(Py) —un(Pjs)) +

(vr(Pij) — ur(Pir)) 2.

Using the shape regularity of the subdomains, it is easy to see that
a(:) lurr(Py) — (I us)(Py)|* = (50)

a® () 2 a(Q) a®71(Q;)
|aP(2:) + aP(Qy) 2 () T [aB(Q) + aP(9;)
and using the fact that 3 > 1/2, we can bound this quantity by

2 sl 0,

< C(B) lunlh: ,(ain;):

We obtain (49) by adding all the contributions (50) to the L2(£2;) norm.

We prove (48) by using the triangular inequality, an inverse inequality, and (49). O



Theorem 2 Let u € V*(Q) and B > 1/2. Then
[ Ivvu — ul|r2,) < C(B) H |U|H;,h(ng='=t) , (51)

and

Ivwulan (0 < C(B)(1 + log(H/R))? [ulg: , qzer)- (52)

Proof. Using Lemmas 9, 10 and 8, we have
Inwvulm oy = (1 +log(H/R))? I I ulm 0, <
C(B) (1 + log(H/h))7 | Iulm _(azer) <
C(B) (1 +log(H/R))? |ulm: (qzer):
The L2-stability is obtained by
[ vnu — sy < | Innvu — I I ull sz +
15 I = Blullzz o) + 13w — wllzzmy

and by using Lemmas 9, 10 and 8. [

Remark 3 We can also prove Theorem 2 for the case of nontriangular substructures; cf.
Remarks 1 and 2.

THE THREE DIMENSIONAL CASE

We show in this section that the methods developed before can be extended to three
dimensions.

For simplicity, we assume that ) is a polyhedral region of diameter 1 in three dimensional
space. As before, we introduce a nonoverlapping partition composed of tetrahedra €2, of diameter
of order H. This defines a coarse space and a triangulation 72. We further subdivide the
substructures into tetrahedra which results in a triangulation 7" and define the nonconforming
P, finite element spaces V" and V¥ as in Definition 1. Here, the continuity is enforced at the
barycenter of the faces of the triangulations.

The local equivalence maps are given by the following procedure. In each tetrahedral element
of T" (cf. Figure 5.), we connect its centroid to the four vertices and to the barycenters of the
four faces. We also connect each barycenter to the three vertices. In other words, we subdivide
each tetrahedral element into twelve subtetrahedra. We denote this new triangulation by 7.
The vertices of 7" are the vertices, barycenters, and centroids of the elements of 7",

Let Vﬁ|ﬁl be the conforming space of piecewise linear functions of the triangulation Til|ﬁi.

We define the local equivalence map M; : Vh|ﬁi — V’~‘|Qi, as follows:



Isomorphism 3 Given u € V?|g,, define & = M,u by the values of @ at the following sets of
points:

i) If P is a vertez of an element of Th and belongs to the interior of Q;, and the K;
are the elements in T"|g, that have P as a vertex, then

u(P) := mean of ulk,(P).
Here ul|k,(P) is the limit value of u(z) when x € K; approaches P.
i) If P 1s a barycenter of a triangle in T"|sq,, then
u(P) = u(P).

1) If P is a vertez of a triangle in T"|sq, and T}, j =1, -+, Np, are the triangles of
T"|sq, that have P as a vertez, then

Ty

a(P) = Z

L u(C)).
k=1 | Ué‘vzp1 Tj|

Here C; and |T;| are the barycenter and the area of the triangle T;, respectively.

It is easy to check that the Lemma 3 holds, if we replace Vh/2|gi by Vi‘|gl
We define another local equivalence map MT : Vh|()i — T_/E|Qi, by:

Isomorphism 4 Given u € V"|q, and a face F of 8%, define w = MIu by the values of 4 at the
following sets of points:

i) Same as step i) of Isomorphism 3.
i) Same as step w) of Isomorphism 3.

111) Let P be a vertez of a triangle in T"|sq, that belongs to OF, and let Tj,
j=1,---,NE, be the triangles of T"|r that have P as a vertex. Then

NF
: NF i)
k=1 | U; 5 T}

i) Let P be a vertez of a triangle in T"|sq, that does not belong to OF, and let T},
j=1,---,Np, be the triangles of T"|r that have P as a vertez. Then

=T

u(P) = Z

N
k=1 | U]‘=P1 Tj|

It is easy to check that Lemma 4 holds, if we replace Vh/2|ﬁi by Vil|ﬁi, and let the faces play
the role previously played by the edges.

Let v € V* and let (;; be the barycenter of the face F;; common to Q; and Qj.



Definition 5 The interpolation operator IF : Vh — VE s given by:

)= g 02 de = [ vhnte) 4

where |Fyj| 1s the area of the face Fj.

Using the same ideas as in two dimensions, we can prove lemmas analogous to Lemmas 5-8.

The prolongation operator I% : VHE — V' is defined as in the two dimensional case. In a first
step, we define (Iug)(P) := ug(C;;) for all barycenters P of triangles in 7" |g,. Finally, we
perform an P;-nonconforming harmonic or approximate harmonic extension.

We describe the three dimensional version of Extension 1. This is a generalization of the
partition of unity introduced by Dryja, Smith, and Widlund [4]. Let C;, j = 1,---,4, be the
barycenters of the faces Fj of 0€2;, and let V; be the vertex of €2, that is opposite to C;. Let C the
centroid of ();, i.e. the intersection of the line segments connecting the V; to the C;. Let Ej,

k=1,2,3, be the edges of JFj.
Extension 3 The construction of an approzimate harmonic extension Ihug is defined by the
following steps (see Figure 5.):
i) Let
1.4
7=1

i) For a point Q) that belongs to a line segment connecting C' to Cj, define u(Q) by
linear interpolation between the values u(C) and ug(Cj), i.e. by

w(Q) == MQ)u(C) + (1 — M@Q))ur(C;).
Here A\(Q) =distance(Q, C;)/ distance(C, C;).

wt) For a point S that belongs to any of the three triangles defined by the previous @,
and the edges Eji, k =1,---,3, let

w) Finally, let Ihug = Iy, where I, is the interpolation operator into the space V"
that preserves the values of a function at the barycenter of the faces of elements in T".

We can also construct an approximate harmonic extension similar to that of Extension 2. This
gives a better approximate harmonic extension near the edges.

The prolongation operator I% in three dimensions has the same stability properties as in the
two dimensional case, i.e. Lemma 9 still holds.

The idea of the proof is the following. Consider the case where ug(€2;) is given by ug(Pi1) =1



and ug(P;2) = ug(P;3) = 0. This gives the partition of the unity introduced by Dryja, Smith, and
Widlund [4]. The energy semi norm of ug is of order H.

Let 6! = I%ug(Q;). We note that |V6:!(z)| is bounded by C/r, where r is the distance to the
nearest edge of £2;. The contribution to the energy semi norm from the union of the elements with
at least one vertex on the edge of the substructure can be bounded by C' H, using that the
extension is given by a convex combination of the boundary values. To estimate the contribution
to the energy from the rest of the substructure, we introduce cylindrical coordinates using the

appropriate substructure edge as the z-axis. Integrating |V6il(z)|?

is bounded by C (1 + log(H/h)) H.

over this region, we find that

To prove Lemma 9 for a general uy, we use the same ideas as for two dimensions. Similarly,
we can extend the results to nontriangular substructures and to the Neumann-Neumann case.

Vi

Figureb.

MAIN RESULT

In this section, we consider the Schwarz method introduced in the previous sections and prove
the following result.

Theorem 3 The operator P of the additive Schwarz algorithm, defined by the spaces V' and V',
satisfies:

K(P) = (1+log(3)) (1 + ).

Here k(P) 1s the condition number of P. Therefore, if we use a generous overlapping, then

k(P) =<1+ log(%).



Proof. The proof of this theorem is essentially the same as in the case of a conforming space;

see Dryja and Widlund [12].

As we have seen before, the upper bound is very easy to obtain. The lower bound is obtained
by using Lemma 2. We partition the finite element function u € V}, as follows. We first choose
ug = INIHwy or Iynu, ie. apply a face based or Neumann-Neumann interpolation operator. Let
w = u — ug. The other terms in the representation of u are defined by u; = I(;w),t =1,---, N.
Here I, is the linear interpolation operator into the space V" that preserves the values at the
midpoints of the edges of the elements and {6;} is a partition of unity with 6, € C§*(€) and

For a relatively generous overlap of the subdomains, these functions can be chosen so that V§;
is bounded by C/H. By using the linearity of I, we can show that we have a correct partition of
uw. In order to estimate the semi norm of u;, we work on one element K at a time. We obtain

2 0.2 , :
[wil: ) < 21005 (e + 2 1n((0: — 0)w)[a: k)

Here 0; is the average value of 6; over K. It is easy to see, by using the inverse inequality (8),
that

1((8: = 6)w) 7 xe) = B I1n((8: — 6:)w)l| Lz ).

We can now use the fact that on K, 6; differs from its average by at most C h/H. After
summing over all elements of !, we arrive at the inequality

|ui|§{3’h(gg) = |’w|12r{;h(n;) +H ™ ||wl|Zz 0.

We sum over all 7 and use that each point in €2 is covered only a fixed number of times and
obtain a uniform bound on C3. We conclude the proof, by estimating the two terms of

|’w|§{;,h(n) + H 7 |w|| 73 )
by |ul?. )" The bounds follow by using the stability results of Theorem 1 or 2.
a,h

For the case of small overlap, the proof is similar to that of the case of piecewise linear
conforming space considered in Dryja and Widlund [12]. O
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