
Later Life and Legacy
The vaccine was extremely successful ,  reducing
pol io cases in the U.S.  by more than 75%. Salk
became director of the later-named Salk
Inst i tute,  and was also rewarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom for his efforts.

J O N A S  S A L K
Creator of the first polio vaccine

Polio Vaccine
Pol io is a debi l i tat ing disease that ,  at the t ime,
affected hundreds of thousands of chi ldren each
year.  Salk discovered that k i l led viruses of al l
three strains of pol io could induce antibody
formation without the r isk of disease.
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Early Life
Jonas Salk was born in 1914 in New York.  After
graduating with an M.D. from NYU, he began working
on the f lu vaccine at UMichigan, before going to
Pittsburgh to research pol io.


