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[suggestions in square brackets]

(DOE and Margaret Regan draft recommendations in italics, current WPI response in ordinary font)

Prepare handbooks or similar documents for supervising practitioners  and student teachers to specify responsibilities, expectations and requirements.

Prepare handbooks or similar documents for supervising practitioners  and prepracticum teachers to specify responsibilities, expectations and requirements.

Currently we have collected comparable documents from Smith College, Assumption College, Holy Cross and Worcester State. We will use these as guidelines for our own versions.  

[We expect to have handbooks and all other materials in full detail on our teacher preparation web site, as this is the mode WPI students favor for getting information.]

The process used to identify supervising practitioners who have the expertise and knowledge that complement the objectives and goals of the WPI program should be described in the Component Three narrative and in the handbook recommended earlier.

WPI has had a clear cut and effective process for some time for identifying supervising practitioners.  The city of Worcester [‘s] educational system is broken up into 4 "quadrants" and WPI is in the "Doherty Quadrant" in this scheme.  The process for identifying needed practitioners is to contact Dr. Gale Nigrosh of the Human Resources Department of the Worcester Public Schools. One of her responsibilities is to act as a lia  [i]  son between higher education institutions in Worcester and the public schools and within this role she sets up relationships such as is desired here.  In WPI's case, this has resulted in supervising practitioners at Doherty High School and the Forest Grove Middle School which have been most productive.

Lance: since we're on the subject of Gale, could she teach a Cross Cultural Psych course???    Good idea! I’ll ask her—especially since we’d need someone to do whatever “extra” work might be defined for SS2401 and 06 for grad credit.

On [c] e a teacher is identified, the program director and the student teacher then travel to the school to meet with [him or her]   and clarify all expectations of the practicum.  This process has worked smoothly and productively in all cases to date.

This process will be described in the recommended handbook.

The programs leading to Initial License should be described in detail in the WPI catalog as a program of study within the Institute. 

The brief description of programs appearing in the catalogue must be amended to reflect Massachusetts regulations (603 CMR 7.00).

The Teacher Preparation Program has indeed been included in the most recent WPI electronic catalogue and will be identically present in the next hard copy to be printed.  Additionally, they do reflect Massachusetts regulations (603 CMR 7.00). Lance, I believe you , I and Chuck did this last summer.     Is there a basic point about the 603 etc. regs we should focus on?

There must be a clear focus on the middle school child in the coursework and practica for programs leading to the Initial License at the 5-8 level.  This should be reflected in course materials and assignments, and other program assessments.

The current offering of ID 3100, Teaching Methods, has been modified to achieve exactly this additional feature and is thus different in that regard from the prior offering in the Spring of 2001.

The advising process must be made explicit in program descriptions and mechanisms must be established to keep adequate records of student advising.

All WPI literature makes it clear that John Goulet is in charge of the Teacher Preparation program, and all interested students are referred to him.  (note to Margaret:  for reasons I did not understand, I was never identified in the Site Visit Report from Feb 2003 as anything other than a WPI Faculty Member). 

There is a form which is used keeping a record of the initial interview with every student expressing an interest in teaching, as well.  [they’ll want to see it—what form is it in now??]

The programs rely extensively on SS 2401 and 2406 to help students prepare for the Professional Standards for Teachers. However the structure of these courses have not been fully developed. Therefore WPI must provide detailed syllabi  for these courses and how they relate to the Professional Standards using a matrix or chart format.

SS 2401, Psychology of Education, was offered during term A of 2003.  Its syllabus is available, as well as a matrix showing how the contents relate to the Professional Standards.  SS 2406, on the other hand, will not be offered this academic year and the manner in which its contents relate to the Professional Standards remains to be clarified.  This should happen in the Spring and Summer of 2004. Lance: I can probably do this if I can get ahold of a syllabus in the case of SS 2401.

The mathematics and science methods course must have a greater focus on subject specific pedagogy and less on general methods.

The instructor for the course (ID 3100) has been changed since the Site Visit in February, one of the reasons being to specifically introduce more math and science pedagogy.  The current instructor [, Dr. Raynold Lewis,]   is much stronger in these areas and far more willing to modify the course in the recommended manner.  Further, the science and mathematics Master Teachers at the Mass Academy are far greater contributors to the current course than in the past.

Involve WPI faculty in the mathematics and science methods course, especially those who have expertise in mathematics and/or science learning and teaching.

WPI has a number of nationally recognized science educators. During the next offering of the Teaching Methods course (ID 3100), considerable effort will be made to integrate their expertise into the course as guest lecturers.   [We expect to invite faculty such as Dr. Judith Miller, biology and head of our teaching center and a CASE teacher-of-the-year award winner; Dr. Art Heinricher in Mathematical Sciences and Bogdan?? ; and several engineering faculty who participate annually in our own program for new faculty on how to teach such as Dr. David DiBiasio, Dr. Chrys Demetry, and Dr. Rick Vaz.  We also plan at least one panel of high school students, drawing on Doherty and the Mass. Academy for current high schoolers.]   The current offering of the course already represents a considerable change from the prior offering, and the combination of a different instructor, broadened objectives (middle school), and inclusion of the Mass Academy Master Teachers is in all likelihood enough change to accomplish for one offering.

Mass Academy faculty and administrators have extensive expertise in teaching and learning mathematics and science and can help WPI improve the ways in which coursework and practica help students meet the Professional Standards. These resources should be used more in the past.

Agreed!!  See earlier comments on math and science pedagogy.  Jim Barys (Master Teacher, Mathematics) and Ja [c] queline Bonneau  (Master Teacher of Science) now share nearly half of the teaching of the Teaching Methods course (ID 3100).

Include in the educational psychology course the findings of psychological studies of mathematics and science learning.

Include more instruction in teaching and learning in urban schools.  [Probably Gale could help here too.  Judy said she and Pat DeSantis did great presentations on these matters for the PIEE program..]

Lance:  We need the syllabus for SS 2401 from term A !! It may be that both of these were addressed

Obtain additional information about other teacher education programs to increase the quality of the WPI programs.

See response to the first two recommendations.

