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Basic Goals


Preparation

Anticipation

Efficiency

Communication


Follow up

Preparation & Anticipation

What material should I cover?



see the instructor!



hardest areas? common problems?


problems? (textbook) do them beforehand



avoid "The TA couldn't do the problem"



align your method with the instructors. Not a time




to be creative – leads to confusion


Who is in the session?



A student 


B/C student



student seeking miracle



different learning styles (VARK)


you can probably only immediately benefit the B/C student. 
Question is how?



Have them work so you can see who can do what.

Efficiency & Communication

show up at least 5 minutes early


key formulas on board for easy reference


consistent notation with instructor/book


transcribing to/from board takes time! Is it time well spent?


10% of the problem probably accounts for 90% of the trouble


handouts vs board work?


emphasize both the method and the solution to the problem



they will never see the problem again but will use the method


“Ok, you got the right answer – do you know why you got the right 




answer?”

Interaction helps!



quickly learn what the students need.


watching them work can help a lot!



bring sample problems to have them work on – cooperative approach
Follow Up


suggestions on work to be done can help


send them to see the instructor if appropriate. Don't expect



a 50 minute problem sessions to cure several weeks worth of



shortcomings or lack of work. No miracles are likely. 

Follow up with an email; perhaps have them see you. “were you able to work on xxx that I mentioned during the problem session? If so how did you make out?”
