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Great Problem SeminarsGreat Problem Seminars

 Interdisciplinary courses focused on 
problems of global significance (energy, 
food, disease, sustainable development)

 Requirement for substantial group project 
addressing some aspect of the issu

 Use data from multiple sources



Major Deliverables Major Deliverables 

Within second 7-week 
term:

 Team report & 
presentation

 Poster & participation 
in project 
presentation day

 For some sections: 
promotional piece
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Poster Example



Digital & Information LiteracyDigital & Information Literacy

 Student exposure to:

ɀIncreased knowledge of databases & 
information choices made available during 
problem-based discussion 

ɀIntroduced to the ethical dimensions of 
proper information use 

 Integrated instruction

ɀStudents meet with librarians & 
technologists during class and beyond
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AssessmentAssessment

Students in the GPS, relative to their peers 
who did not take these courses, report 
significantly greater exposure to

ÅUsing information ethically

ÅLibrary research tools

However, all 1st year students report a 
decreased level of importance of the above.
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For More InformationFor More Information

 GPS Courses Overview

 GPS Student Project Poster Gallery

 Student Video Commercial Example:

ɀChesapeake Bay Dead Zones
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http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Undergraduate/FirstYear/gps.html
http://www.wpi.edu/Academics/Undergraduate/FirstYear/gallery.html
http://media.wpi.edu/Academics/ATC/Collaboratory/How-To/MMP/GPS%20Final%20Movie.wmv


 Founded in 1865 as Worcester County Free Institute of 
Industrial Science as nation's third-oldest private 
independent technological university 

 More than 50 project-based undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs in science, engineering, technology, 
management, social sciences, and humanities and arts

 3009 undergraduates/1141 graduate students/324 
faculty


